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HAT the good People of 
England beduly repteſented 
in Parliament is a matter 
of the higheſt Concern, 

| and that it is ſo we think 
none that have any pertinent Thoughts on 
publick Affairs can be wholly ignorant. 

That they can never well expect ſuch 
Repreſentatives as they, ought to have, 
without a Houſe of Commons freely elec- 
ted, we think moſt evident. 3 

And that they can never have à Far- 
liament freely choſen by any method 
now in uſe, the divers ineffectual Acts 
for regulating Elections ſufficiently prove; 
when nothing has been done in that mat- 
ter, but what has been one way or other 
eaſily evaded, as to the Force or ſeem- 
ing Intent thereof: We ſay ſeeming In- 
tent, becauſe it may juſtly be doubted, 
whether the Houſe of Commons has 
not done in this, as Engineers are ſaid 
to do in fortifying Towns, - viz. al- 
ways left ſome weak Place, that what 


they ſeem to ſecure may chat way be 


taken; when a method of effectually 


caly, . ; 
But the People can never Rope t 
find any Redreſs of his Gr 


from a Honſe of Commons; - not trug 


repreſenting them. 


It is therefore propoſed as a mot 


neceſſary Advice for the common goo 
of en 


the beſt and greateſt rHings, if they 


but. knew their Strength and how to 


unite it) That ſome other Method be 
ſpeedily taken (more practicable and 


effectual than what has hitherto been 


in uſe) whereby every man that votes 
may give his Vote entirely free for the 
Perſon or Perſons he thinks in his 
Conſcience fitteſt, or moſt for the com- 


mon Intereſt to be choſen ; and where- 


by no Man can procure himſelf elected, 
but by meriting the good Opinion of 


— People, whoſe Right it is to chuſe 


Now this Freedom' can never be where 
any Man can poſſibly be either awd or 


brib' d out of his Fate, or any way ma- 
A2 lign d 


ring Elefftions is obrious 2nd 


iſhmen (a People N. | 
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lien'd for voting for or againſt any 
Man. 

But there is one way, and we think 
but one, whereby every Man, tho ne- 
ver ſo dependent, brib'd or and, may 
nevertheleſs give his Vote free, with- 
out regard to the Pleaſure or Diſ- 
pleaſure of any Man, and whereby no 
Man can by any unfair means poſſi- 
bly ger himſelf elected. 

This effectual, this neceſſary and ea- 
ſy method of Election is the Ballot, 
the equitable- Ballot; --a thing moſt 
practicable and expeditious when once 
underſtood; a thing that none can 
oppoſe, but he will at the ſame time. 
declare himſelf eirher ignorant there- 
of, or an Enemy to a piece of FJuſ- 


tice and Equity of the greateſt Bene - 


fit ro the Nation, and conſequently 
that he is no Friend to the good People of 
England. ; . 

And we think nothing can be ne- 
ceſſarily propos d to make every good 
Engliſhman taken with this method of 
Ele4mn, but to ler him underſtand it, 
and his own real Intereſt, 

We ſhould therefore proceed to 
give our Countrymen a Defeription and 
Explanation of the Ballot; but that we 
think it not inconvenient, in order to 
perſuade them forthwith to put it in 
practice, to ask them ſome few Queſtions, 
the Anſwers to which will be very caſy, 
and as apt to urge the neceſſity of this 
only effectual method of a Free and Fair 
Election of their Repreſentatives. 

Let them tell us then, in the firſt 
place, Whether any thing can be ſo 
dangerous fo the Liberties and Pro- 
perties of the People of England, as 
2 bad Houſe of Commons, yea or 
how any thing elſe, according to human 
Reaſon, can be capable of ruining them ? 

Will not all the Attempts of o- 
thers againſt them be in vain (as they 
have been) if thoſe who make their 
Laws, and hold their Purſeſtrings for 


(4) 


chem, be but faithful? But if theſe 
Men are not truſty, or have ſome o- 
ther Deſigns than the good of the Peo- 
ple that ſent them (as all that unfair- 
ly get themſelves elected muſt be 
thought to have) will they not be 
moſt dangerous, as capable of making 
ſuch Laws that are not for the com- 


mon good, or effectual to that end, 


and ot abuſing the Strength, that is, 
the Money of the People, againſt the 
true Intents of their Willingneſs to part 
with it? And needs there any other abuſe 
in the matter of Money to ruin the 
Nation, it unequal and heavy Taxes 
be bur continu'd? Yea, think you 
not that inſufficient ways and means 
for raiſing what is but neceſſary on 
ſome Emergencies, may be of pernici- 
ous Conſequence? not to demand what 
might be done with the Peoples Mo- 
ney, if they ſhould ever be fo unfor- 
tunate as to be ſubject to a Prince, 
that would be as ready to miſapply, as 
a bad Houſe of Commons might be to 
r | 

But again, let them tell us whether 
the People of England have (eſpecially 
of late) been duly reprefented? And 
whether the late Houſe of Commons 
hath at all appear'd to be their true Re- 
preſentatives in divers reſpects? 

Firſt, Can it poſſibly be pretended 
that they have acted according to the 
general Senſe, Deſign and Satisfattion of 
the People? and that they have not 
been Factious among themſelves, nor 
indeavour'd things apparently tend- 
ing to the Diviſion of the Nation, 
things deſigned not to wnite, but ra- 
ther to alienate the People 


religious Matters? 


( who of 
their own accord are coming nearer. 

to one another in matters of Religh _ 
on) to divide them more than they + 
would of themſelves be ſeparated, on. + 
the account of ſome differences about 
Can any fay the 
did not long attempt the fame OO 


; 


Bill aga 
that th 
paſſed | 
fence a 
Lords, 
inter pos 

Can 7 
deſignec 
or out 
to keep 
Conſcie! 
miv'd 1 
not, by 
who are 
Governm 
by Lav 
Men m 
ſcientio 
Religion 


the Nat 
Agai 
late Hi 
reſpect: 
Founda 
ment, 
ment 
ſelves 
bare Ve 
gal Rig 


Is not 


; 


C4) 


bill againſt Occaſional Conformity; or 
that the Bill would not certainly have 
paſſed imo an Act, had not the Pru- 
fence and god Will of our Houſe of 
Lords, the preſent Patriots of the People, 
interpos'd. | 

Can any man believe that the Bill was 
deſigned for the Good of the Church, 
or out of, love to Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
to keep them from debauching their 
Conſciences ; or that it was not con- 
ttiv'd to ſtrengthen a Party that is 
not, by keeping out thofe Diſſenters 
who are known to be for the preſent 
Government, and the Succeſſion eſtabliſh'd 
by Law? Was that Bill promoted by 
Men moſt frequent at Church, or con- 
ſcientious in their Lives, or tender of 
Religion? Or were none of them known 
Debauchees or Perkinites? | 

Again we will ask, whether the Com- 
mons have not endeavour'd to reſtrain 
the Prefs, the only thing whereby the 
People can publickly repreſent their 
Grievances, or offer any thing for the 
denefit the Nation, to thoſe Men 
whom they have entruſted to act for 
them? Can it be ſuppoſed that Men 
can preſently become of extraordinary 
Senſe arid Goodneſs, by a majority of 
procured Votes? Or that a Member ot 
the Houſe of Commons may not want In- 
ſtruions, or to be minded of things 
good and neceſſary? If not, what can 
you think of thofe who have attempted 
to take away your Right and Capacity 
ot offering your Thoughts to them and 
the Nation ? 

Again, is it not eaſy to tell whether the 
late Houſe of Commons ' has in divers 
reſpects acted illegally, even againſt the 
Foundations of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, and the very Reaſon of Gover!::- 


ment in general, or ufarp'd to chem- 


ſelves a power of taking away by a 
bare Vote, the Natural as well as Le- 
gal Rights of the good People of England ? 
Is not every one ſenſible of what they 


have done in the buſineſs of Ailcbury 
and Maidſtone ? 

That any Man ſhould loſe Life, LI. 
berty or Eftate any way than by the 
Law of the Land, is againſt Magne 
Charta, and the Foundation of the 
Engliſh Government. A Vote of the 
Houſe of Commons is no Law till it 
paſs into a Bill, be agreed to by the 
Lords, and ſigned by the King or 
Queen, No Perſon or Corporation can 
have their natural or legal Rights of 
Voting, or ſending Reprelentarives tak 
en away from them, bur by a Les, 
and that grounded in the reaſon of 
Government, and for ſufficient Cauſe- 
If one Corporation, as Maidſtone, may 
loſe their Privilege for the illegal Ac- 
tions of ſome Perſons concern'd in an 
Election, another may, and another, | 
Cc. and if moſt ( as tis poſſible} _ J 
ſhould be fo ſerved, where would the _ 
Parliament be? But the Perfons acting * 
legally ſhould have been punifhed by 
Law, not the whole have ſuffer'd by no 
Law, or by a bare Vote of the Houſe of: 
Commons. 5 

No Man ougtit to be impriſoned but by 
Law, and according to a due Proceſs of 
Law, eonſequently not by the bare 
arbitrary Edit of any. The Rights 
and Privileges of the People of Eng · 
land are eſtabliſn'd by Law, grounded 
in the very reaſon of Government: and 
it ought to be determin'd by Law, Who 
ſhall be impriſon d, and who not; who has 
a right to vote, and who has none; who 
has a right to ſend Repreſentatives, and 
who cannot ſend any: and it cannot be 
determin'd by a bare arbitrary Vote of 
the Houſe of Commons. 9 

The Kentiſh Men acted improperly in- 45 
dced in p:titioning, and that the whole 4 
Houſe, when they ſhould have ſent their 
Inſtructions to their own Repreſenta- 
tives; but to be impriſon'd tor petiti- 
oning, is as illegal as it was improper: to 
petition their Servants. ME: 5 

1 


Co. 


„ 


hundred have not been _ lioſen 
5 


The Men of Ai/sbury come to vote, 
their Vote is refus d: How ſhall they 
be redreſs'd? By a Law certainly, if 
there be any for that purpoſe. If 
there be none, a Law ought to be 
made, . But the matter muſt not be de- 
rermined by that which is no Law, be- 
cauſe that is Force, a Robbery, a piece of 
Tyranny -and Anarchy. 

But it is a "Queſtion whether they 
have a Right to vote or no? How 
ſhall this be determin'd? Why, by 
Law ſtill. And where muſt they ſue? 


In ſome Court or other where Judges 


are appointed by Law, to determine 
what is Law, and what not in the 
Cafe : Not by a Vote never'.paſs'd into 
a Law, and the reaſon is apparent. 


For. if the Vote of the Houſe of 
Commons could determine who has a 


Right to vote, and who has not, the Per- 
fon who gets himſelf elected by the 
want of the Vote of him whoſe Vote 
is refuſed, may be the Judg, as giv- 


ing the caſting Voice in the Houſe, 


and that is nothing different from judg- 
ing in his own Cauſe ; and as a pri- 
vate Man alfo, in as much as he ( it 
may be) is no Member of Parliament, 
if the Perſon whoſe Right is in queſ- 
tion, has really a Right to vote. 

Now whether the late Houſe of 
Commons has thus acted illegally, ſee 
the Reſolutions of the Houſe of Lords 
the ſeven and twentieth day of February, 
1704. to which the Reader is refer'd. 

Again, ler this alſo be demand- 
ed, Whether in as much as there 
have always been many Complaints of 
undue Elections, and ſometimes per- 
haps of an hundred, it has nat been 
arbitrarily determin'd by the Houſe of 
Commons it felt, or Men coming to- 
gether as Members thereof, who ſhould ſit, 
and who not, in favour of a prevailing 
Fattion * And whether thereby ſome- 
times perhaps a hundred of the ave 


\ 


by a part of the Houſe Ic felt, © as the 
Faction has prevail'd,, and conſequent- 
ly not by the People, whoſe Right it 
is to chuſe them? Which Determi- 
nation ought in reaſon to have been 
made in ſome Court of Judicature by 
Law, not by a major Vote of the 
Houſe of Commons; and the Perſon whoſe 
due Election is queſtioned, ſhould not be 
capable of fitting or acting in Parlia. 
ment, till determined by Law to be 
legally elected. "0 
Again, let it be ſaid, whether the 
Houſe of Commons hath truly repre- 
ſented the People of England; in a; 
much as thoſe Places moſt populous, 
and bearing the greateſt Burden of 
Taxes, have not Members proportio- 
nable iti Number? And whether the 
Redreſs of this Gtievance can be well 
hop'd for from a Houſe of Comm 
unduly elected? 
Again, ler it be confiderd; tho 
it is a thing not much taken notice 
of, whether tho a new Houſe of 
Commons is elected once in three 
Years, there are not many Families in 
England always choſen from Generation 
to Generation, not for their Vertues or 
Capacities (which are not Hereditary) 
bur becauſe the People dare not but 
chooſe them, they being capable and nor 
unready, by their great Eſtates, to do 
them ſome Miſchief if they do not vote 
for them, or to but-bribe others more fit 
to be choſen ? Whether by this means 
theſe Families are not indeed Hereditary 
Legiſlators, and have thereby a privilege 
equal to, if not above Peers? and whe- 
ther we might not mention divers Families 
by name, of no good Characters, who thus 
lord it over the People where they 
dwell? Which is contrary to the na- 
ture, and ends of Parliament; and 
which nothing but the Ballot can eaſily, 
it poſſibly prevent, WY 


. 
* 


But 
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But perhaps Example will father 
perſuade. What has bin done, or 
is done, is more apt to take with ma- 
ny, than what is beſt, or ought to be 
done. N 

We might propoſe the Examples of 
other States, and particularly of Ve- 
nice, who are by the uſe of the. Bal- 
lot as free as poſſible from Factions, 
Animoſities, Tumults, &c. but we are 
not indeed very apt to imitate other 
Nations except in Folly : But the Bal- 
lot is practis d already in part amongſt 
us, in leſſer bodies, and where it is 
nor ſo neceſſary as in chooſing the Peo- 
les Repreſentatives. h 
"It has been ws'd by our iſe of 
Lords, the preſent Patriots of the Peo- 
ple, ro whom we appeal, whether they 
are not infinirely oblig d to that Houſe, 
who ſaw it neceſſary. to take the Peo- 
ples part, and. become the Guardians 
of their Rights and Privileges, which 
could not but be in the greateſt dan- 
ger, if the Houſe of Commons (who are 
both naturally, and bound to be, rhe Peo- 
ples Guardians) were degenerated, and 
did endeavor to betray the Liberties and 
Properties of thoſe who created them 
Servans in their defences if they 
endeavor'd to become their Arbitrary 
Lords and Maſters, and were not con- 
tenred with their own ufurp'd Power, 
but alſo inſtigated her Majeſty to ſtrain 
her P we. | 

The Ballot is 7 on 
India Companys, Joynt Stocks, ican 
Company, Bank of England, Shares, 
Million Bank, Debentures, Sword Blades, 
and Apothecaries Companies; ard ſhall 
the People of England refuſe ſuch a thing, 


5 neceſſary, ſo beneficial, ſo juſt, ſo eaſy, 


when there is nothing elſe can help 


alſo ns'd in the Eaft- 


them to get a freely elected Parliament, 
and a ireely elected Parliament is fo very 
neceſlary ? 

The Ballot we fay is the only thing 
can help them; and as it is moſt ea, 
expeditions, and juſt, it may be brought 
in uſe when and where they pleaſe. 
It needs no Act of Parliament to en- 
force it, or put it in Practice; nor is 
ever like to be enacted (tho that 
would be moſt deſirable) by a Houſe 
not firſt thereby elected. But the People 
may take it up if they pleaſe, none 
can hinder them, there is no mad 
Houſe of Commons now fitting to ſend 
them to Jail, or take them in Cuſto- 
dy of the Serjeant at Arms, if they were 
little enough ro be ſo ſerved by two or 
three hundred of their Servants. Let 
but the City of London begin and 

ive the Example, other places will 

don follow. The Court of Aldermen, 

and Common Council have Power e- 
nough to bring it in uſe there; and to 
them we firſt recommend it as their 
higheſt Intereſt, and then to the 
whole Nation as their equal Concern. 
We cannot ſuppoſe the People can va- 
lue a little Drink more than their Birth- 
rights, or that they are ignorant 
that they have often paid dear e- 
nough for a drunken Bout or two with 
their Votes, that they ſhould be fo 
ſond of an old Cuſtom, as not to let 
it go for the greateſt Advantage. 

We will therefore propoſe, and en- 
plain to them the equitable Ballot, and 
then we are ſure they may be perſuad- 
ed to it as well by the Fuſtice and 


| Benefit thereof, as driven from their 


old inconvenient Cuſtoms by the fore» 
mention'd and many other miſchiefs 
they lie under for want of it. 


Ths 


( 


— 
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The Method of the Ballot. 


O deſcribe the Ballot there are 


two things to be conſider'd. 


Firſt, the propoſing of Perſons to 
be choſen. 


Secondly, The Choice, or Election of 
them, 


The one is determin'd by 
Lot. 


The other by the Vote or Sut- 
frage. 


The Lot prevents all procuring of 


the 


Votes except by getting the Love of 


the People. 


The Suffrage, as given by the Ballet, 
prevents all inconveniences that mighr 
otherwiſe atrend a Perſon on the -ac- 
count of his having voted to the Plea- 
ſure or Diſpleaſure of any, leaving it 
a ſecret with himſelf whom he votes for 
or againſt, a 

The Suffrage, tho the laſt and deter- 
mining part of the Ballot, ſnall be de- 
ſcrib'd firſt, becauſe it is moſt eaſy, and 
preſently apprehended, and it is this. 

Inſtead of polling by Names taken in 
writing for this or the other , Man, 
every one that votes ſhall bring a little 

Pellet of Linnen Cloth roul'd up 

E about this bigneſs, which as he 
comes to yore he ſhall hold be- 
tween his Forefinger and Thumb, 
A to ſhew the Perſons attending 
the Balloting Boxes that he has 
one and but one ſuch Pellet; 
which he ſhall put into a Box 
of a convenient bignels, having a 
cover to open When the balloting is 
over, and a hole near the rop, thro 
which the Perſon ſhall put his Hand, 
and drop his Pellet into which he 


— 


pleaſes of two Boxes contain d in 
the outward Box, and which lie to- 
gerher in it, as the top ot the Fi 
gure ſhews, that it may net be 


"Teen into which Box he drops the Pellet, 
nor heard becauſe it is made of Cloth, 
The Bows muſt likewiſe be: ſo deep 
that he cannot come at the Pellet 
when dropt in, leſt he ſhould take out 0 
one, and put into the other, and ſo give 
more Votes than his own. The Boxes 
muſt alſo be colour'd the one Green, 
the other White, The Green is the Aﬀeir- 
mative, the White the Negative; the 
one for the Candidate, or Perſon propos d, 
the other againſt him, whoſe Name muſt 
be often pronounc'd wich an audible 
Voice by ſome fitting at the Box whillt 
he's balloting for. The outward Box is alſo 
to be divided by being colour'd one hal 
Green, the other White, anſwering the 
Green and White Boxes within, and writ 
ten on one fide A7, on the other NO, 
as in the Figure, where the outward Box 
is open to ſhew the Boxes within, but 
muſt be ſhut in Balloting. The out 
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ward Box ſhall alſo have two little ſlits 
againſt the middles of the two inward 
Boxes, 1. 2. that the Perſon voting may 
not poſſibly be deceived, or miſtake. 
And when all have thus Voted for, 
or againſt the Perſon, the Boxes ſhall 
be taken out, and the Ay's and N9's 
counted; and if he have above halt 
the Ay's he is choſen a Member of Par- 
liament, if above half the No's he is re- 
jected, and cannot be propos'd again at 
the ſame Election. 

Thus every Perſon propos d is ſingly 
balloted tor, and either choſen, or reſus d 
by rhe majority, till the City, County, or 


Borough has choſen the number they ſend. 


But if there ſhall be none, or not enough 
of the Perſons propos'd choſen, there 
ſhall be more propos'd, by new allotted 
Propolers, as theſe were, till there be 
enough, 

There ſhall alſo be two, or more Per- 
ſons appointed to ſit at every balloting 
Box, to ſee that there be no trick, as 
that no Man put in two pellets: and 
theſe Perſons being firſt ſworn to ſee 
fair Play, ſhall take out the Boxes, and 
count the Ays, and No's. 

By this Method ten thouſand Perſons 
may vote as ſoon as one thouſand can by 
taking of Names, and that withour any 
Clamor, Strife, cr Crouding, eſpecially 
if there be as many ballcting Boxes as 
there are Perſons propos d; and fo e- 
very Man marches to the Box and puts 
in his Pellet, and thence to the next, 
and puts in another, and ſo to the third 
and fourth if there be ſo many, accord- 
ing to the number to be choſen : and 
who ſhall be firſt balloted for makes 
no odds, becauſe the majority can be 
but for the number to be choten. 


Againſt this way of Voting may poſſi- 
bly te objected the difficulty of finding by 
Scrutiny who had, and who had not à 


right to Vote, or of preventing thoſe 
that have not a right from voting. 


We anſwer, that tho all Freemen of 
England, 1. e. thoſe thar are nor Servants, 
but can live of themſelves, and pay 
Taxes, have a natural Righr ro Vore, 
and this Right is deny'd many of them 
for no other Reaſon bur a ſuppos'd im- 
poſſibility of ſo many giving their Votes; 
yet they might all Vote by their Repreſen- 
tatives choſen before hand in every Pa- 
riſh, or Diviſion : ſuch are the Livery- 
men in effect to London, or would be 
it every time choſen. 


Secondly, By this Method many may 
Vote in the ſame time, as a few by ta- 
king Names. 


Thirdly, Were the Ballot in uſe (tho 
all Freemen might be allow'd to Vote) 
bur few would come to Ballot ; becauſe 
as none can be forc'd to Vote, ſo none 
would be inclin'd to come, bur from 
ſome publick concern (and Men of 
publick Spirits are but few) there be- 
ing nothing to be gor, or loſt, or fear'd 
in voting for or againſt this, or the 
other Perſon in this Method, or any 
Intereſt ro be made before hand, as will 
appear in the Deſcription of the other 
part of the Ballot. 


Fourthly, If Perſons that have no 
right ſhall come to vote, it may be 
known by ſome in publick Office attend- 
ing the Boxes, having the Names of 
every Freeman in the Pariſh, or Ward, 
taken Alphabetically by the Conſtables, 
or ſome other fit Perſons beforehand ; 
every Man as he votes giving his Name, 
which will difcover whether he be a 
Freeman or no, becauſe he will not be 
found in the Liſt under the Letter, or 
one Name will be heard twice, which 

B may 


may alſo be noted down, and will like- 
wiſe prevent any man from coming 
twice to the ſame Box. 6 


But we come to the firſt part of che 

Ballot, viz. the Lot, which is contriv'd 
to prevent any Man from procuring 
himſelf elected otherwiſe than by his 
eminency of Merit in his Country. 
As to this part of the Ballot it is to be 
nored, 
_ Firſt, That no Man can put up or propoſe 
himſelf, unleſs it fall ro him by the 
Lot at the time of Eleion to be a Pro- 
toſer, For it a Man might propoſe 
himſelf beforehand, or otherwiſe than 
as it falls to him by the immediate Lot, 
he might have ſome time to make in- 
tereſt, 

Secondly, The Propoſers cannot 
any certain, or always the ſame Per- 
fons: Becauſe that would fruſtrate 
the deſign of the Ballot, viz. a 
free Choice; and becauſe no Per- 
fon hath any natural righr to pro- 
pale rather than another, unleſs he be 
better acquainted with, and , will cer- 
tainly propoſe the fitteſt Perſons : But 
no ſuch Perſon can be aſſignd. 

Therefore as there muſt be ſome 
Propoſers (to come to the matter) 
they ſhall be alloted out of the Knights 
and Gentlemen for the Counties, and 
out of the Aldermen, and Common- 
Corncilmen, or Aſſiſtants for the Citys 
and Boroughs, as bcing Perſons moſt like 
to be acquainted with Men fit and ca- 
pable to ſerve. | 

Therefore on the appointed Day of 
Election for the Chanty, City, or By» 
og, the whole Aﬀembly concern'd 
teing prelent in lome convenient place; 
the Anizhis by themſelves, and the 
Gentlemen by rhemſelves for the 
(County, rhe Aldermen by themſelves, 
and the Common-Council or Afſiſt- 
ants by themſelves for the Citys or 


Baraughs, ſhall choſe by Lot, out of 
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their reſpeQive Numbers, as many to 
be Propoſers as there are to be Re- 
preſentatives choſen, which will be twice 
as many in all, 

For inſtance, the Aldermen of the 
City of London ſhall choſe four Pro. 
poſers, and the Common-Council as 
many; thus. : 

There ſhall be a Box or Urn for each 
Company ſo made, that a Man may 
put his Hand in, but not look into 
it; into which there ſhall be put as ma- 
ny little wooden Balls as there are Al- 
dermen or Conimon Council Men, by 2 
Perſon appointed, who ſhall be ſworn 
ro do nothing contrary to the true In- 
tent of the Ballot, and to fee fair play: 
of which Balls four, if for London (and 
the like proportion for any other place' 
ſhall be colour'd Green, the reſt le 
White ; which being ſhaken together, the 
reſpe&ive Boxes ſhall be carried to every 
Alderman, and ſo likewiſe to every 
Common Council Man, and every one 
ſhall draw a Ball, which if -it be a 
green one he is a Propoſer, if a white 
one he has a Blank, which he ſhall put 
into another Veſlel carried to receive 
them; then the Boxes ſhall be open'd, 
to ſnew that all the Balls are drawn, fo 
that if any one ſhould have brought a 
— Ball wich him, and pretend to 

ave drawn it, there would be one 
left in the Box, and diſcover the foul 
oy: which if it ſo happen, they 
ſhall Lot again, till they come Right; 
which trouble foreſeen, will prevent 
them from ſo doing. | 

The Propolers being thus choſen by 
ſhewing the green Balls they have 
drawn, they ſhall be Sworn, without 
any regard to private Intereſt, Heuour, 
or Afedtion, to propoſe ſuch Perſons 4s 
they think, in their Conſeiences fitteſ} to 
repreſent the god People of England! 
and then chey ſhall go apart, each 
Company ot Propoſers together, v. 

the Aldermen by themſelves, and the 


Cam 


. 


Comm 
confe 
nomir 
no n 
or ſo 
writte 


— MM. _< 


Common-Council by themſelves, c. and 
confer together, and every one ſhall 
nominate, and propoſe one Man and 
no more, either himſelf (if quality'd,) 
or ſome other, whole Names being 
written down, ſhall be: return'd ro the 
whole Congregation to be ſingly ballot- 
ed for, and ſo choſen or refus'd, as 
before ſaid. 

Which Method will effectually pre- 
vent any unfair dealings, take away a'l 
Factions, Animoſities, and Rudeneſs, 
fave a deal of time in Electing, and 
determining Elections; and Mony ſpent 
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getting themſetves E- 
lected, and cannot be diſlik d by 


by Perſons in 


bur thoſe who are either conſcious 
their Merits [will not recommend th 

or private Intereſts be ſerv'd this way; 
or by ſuch as have no higher Aims. 
than a drunken Bout or two for vot 

for a Man, who they have all the Reaſon 
in the World to think ſpends not his Mony 
that he may ſerve them, or the whole 
Nation, but aims at ſome other thing, 
and will take all the care he can to 
be reimburſt with Intereſt, 
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